Modifications of speech language levels by preservice educators based on language features.
Increased efforts to mainstream handicapped learners have been accompanied by a growing concern for the ability of mainstream educators to accommodate the special needs of these students. A particular concern involves the ability of mainstream educators to adjust their levels of spoken language when conversing with hearing-impaired learners. The present study compared the language levels produced by preservice educators with either high or low levels of previous experience with hearing-impaired individuals. Results indicated that (1) neither group adjusted their spoken language to levels understood by two hearing-impaired women and (2) members of the high experience group produced higher language levels than members of the low experience group. Discussion of these results focuses on implications for interactions with hearing-impaired learners.